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What is Buddhism? 

People of the world view Buddhism in a variety of ways. Many practice it as a 

religion, some view it as a philosophy, while others simply see it as ñan ethical 

way of living.ò Regardless of how it is perceived, if we choose to deeply encounter 

the Buddha Way we need to understand that it is an ever-evolving, healthy synergy 

of reason and intuition meant for daily use.  

For those willing to take the first step into application of its wisdom, it reveals a 

profound journey of experiential learning. Buddhism creates a functional 

understanding of both our physical body and our spiritual essence, and how these 

aspects together fully represent us as ñhuman beings.ò 

This summer, when we spend time and effort studying the lessons the Buddha 

shared, each word becomes sustenance for our journey, and the Lotus Sutraôs 

transformative gifts of ñcreativity and empowermentò become our strengths along 

the Way. 

Gassho, 

Rev. Kris Ladusau 

Rissho Kosei-kai of Oklahoma 
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Harmony over the Ocean, Journey to Peace 

The Honolulu Festival Parade was held in March. We had 20 members from Japan assist us in our first time at 

participating in the Honolulu Festival Parade. The theme this year was ñHarmony over the Ocean, Journey to 

Peace.ò It worked well for our practice since playing the instruments and waving the matoi is supposed to be 

done with a relaxed mind. We marched down the one-mile street in Waikiki next to the beach with a crowd 

cheering us on from both sides of the street. Together with our 30 Hawaii members, we had a great time and 

look forward to making this a regular spring event. 

In April we celebrated with Buddhaôs Birthday service with offering of tea 

to the Buddha by the congregation. We had many children helping with the 

offerings. 

In May we helped our Maui Dharma Center to exhibit for the first time at 

the Maui Matsuri Festival that they had at the University of Hawaii Maui 

College great lawn. The event was a culmination of everything Japanese for a 3-day weekend. There was food, 

anime exhibits, crafts and games that had a Japanese theme to it along with just about every type of 

entertainment that has made Japan famous. There were several bon dance groups, taiko drummers, musicians, 

cosplay pageant and martial arts demonstrations. We were there for a taiko performance. We had a handful of 

musicians march around the grounds and play the beat while the taiko group showed everyone what they could 

do. The performance was about 10 minutes and culminated with Jordan and Tada performing some acrobatics 

with the matoi on the stage while the musicians surrounded them. 

Oahu members participated with Maui Dharma group for service and hoza while in town 

for the Maui Matsuri Festival. 
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Joint Celebration of 80th Anniversary 

The highlight of our recent activities had to be our celebration of the 80th Anniversary of Rissho Kosei-kai. 

Rissho Kosei-kai of New York (RKNY) held a joint celebration via Skype with its satellite centers, making the 

day even more special for all members in the branch. Also adding to our joy was a large youth group visiting 

from Japan.  

As part of the service, four leadersðtwo from New York Dharma Center and two from Florida (Orlando and 

Ft. Myers)ðspoke their Words of Gratitude at the celebration. James Lynch told us of how his practice has 

helped him in dealing with his sonôs poor health. Bryce Jones spoke about how his practice has made him a 

better lawyer. Kayoko shared how her practice has brought her family together. Mary said she is trying to see 

things as they really are and recognize the Buddha-nature in us all.  Then one of the young visitors from Japan 

spoke about how her practice has helped her in her educational studies.   

The Rev. Fujita of RKNY concluded the speeches by commenting upon all of the talks given that day, as well 
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Rissho Kosei-kai of New York 


