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Spring has arrived even in Hawaii. The flowers on the ñrainbow showerò tree are 

beginning to show their beautiful vibrant colors. As I take a walk, the tropical 

wind also is bringing the scent of Spring. 

As Spring arrives, we are also reminded of Buddhaôs birthday. On April 8, we 

celebrate the birthday of Shakyamuni Buddha. It is said that Shakyamuni Buddha 

was born about 2,500 years ago in Lumbini Garden. According to the legend, 

upon his birth, Shakyamuni immediately stood up and took seven steps in each of 

the four direction (east, west, south and north), and with his right hand raised 

toward heaven, his left hand extended toward the earth, proclaimed ñI alone am 

honored, in heaven and on earth. This threefold world is full of suffering. I will 

liberate all from suffering.ò 

This declaration has been handed down through legends.  

Founder Nikkyo Niwano said that the Buddha appeared in the world for one 
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single great cause: to open up the Buddha Way so that everyone may become Buddhas. For this to happen, 

our hearts must first be open. 

We practice and learn the teaching because we want to find happiness. However, there are many challenges 

and difficulties that become the seed of suffering. There are many different types of practices, but first I 

think it is important to know that everything will be alright.  All consequences are the gifts from Buddha.  

And believe that Buddha is always with us. 

We all come from different cultures and backgrounds. We have our own past, present and future.  

During one hoza session, there was a member who shared his childhood experience. He was unable to 

receive the love from his mother as a son should receive. For many years, he carried this burden and even 

though he was practicing he was unable to let go of this fact. Through our dialogues, he realized that 

because he was not receiving; he was able to learn to begin giving his love and compassions to his own 

family. He realized he really loved his mother and that she had tried her best to raise her family and son to 

the best of her knowledge. By truly seeing the Buddha nature in himself, he was able to see the true Buddha 

nature of his mother. 

By changing our own views and by accepting, we are able to change our lives to be warm, cheerful and 

bright. I believe we are able to find happiness in our present situation. 

It is here and now in our present situation that our true treasures lie. 
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RKINA has been involved with a number of projects this season, including the upcoming Advanced Seminar 

and National English Leaders Training, as well as support for local events such as Sakura Matsuri and the 

Hawaii Matoi Camp.  In March, all of the ministers and board-chairs gathered for their annual meeting in 

Seattle and received a special lecture on the Dos and Donôts for Board Members from Mr. Junji Suzuki, an 

attorney for RKINA.   

 

In April, RKINA supported Dharma Mission efforts in Tampa Bay, San Antonio, Seattle, and Chicago for 

their Buddhaôs Birthday Celebrations.  Great energy resonated with the springtime, as many members were 

eager to come out and greet the sangha on the auspicious occasion of the Buddhaôs birth.   
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Contributed by Rev. Nicholas Ozuna 
Rissho Kosei-kai International of  North America 



In March, RKK Hawaii had their Spring Higan service at which several members 
presented offerings of candles and flowers on the altar to remember our ancestors.  
During the service we read the posthumous names of our departed ancestors. We also 
had two members present their Dharma journey to the congregation. After the service 
the members had a chance to burn incense for their loved ones.  
 
RKK Hawaii is going to be having a Matoi Camp this June to teach our youth 
members the history and art of twirling the matoi and other instruments we use in our 
parades. The camp involves teaching the use of the matoi in Japanese history and 
how it comes to be part of the Rissho Kosei-kai parade events. The training will 
include the care, holding and symbolism of the matoi in RKK culture. The training 
culminates with a chance for each of the participants to show their skill during the 
Pan Pacific Festival Parade that marches down Waikiki. We can see here the 
members practicing the flute, drum and bell used to keep rhythm for the matoi groups 
and Jarred Serrano showing the parts of the matoi.  

 
For further information about the event visit www.RKHawaii.org. 

RK Buddhist Church of Hawaii 
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Rissho Kosei-kai of Los Angeles is having a very active spring season so far.  We hosted a university student 

from Rissho Kosei-kaiôs Gakurin Koju course in Japan.  He joined in many Dharma Center activities 

throughout the month, including gatherings with the youth group.  The youth group gathered for dinner and a 

karaoke party, which left the Japanese student many wonderful memories to take back to Japan.   
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For the Buddhaôs Birthday, it has been tradition in LA for the young ladies to dress in saris and make 

offerings to the altar.  This year was no exception, and we also had a few children take part as well.  The 

members all bathed the statue of the infant Buddha with sweet tea while making their resolutions for a 

ñspiritual rebirthò from this day.  
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Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist Center of Los Angeles (contôd) 



Rissho Kosei-kai of Oklahoma was very active this Spring. One event we held was a fun children's class at 
the Dharma Center. They really enjoy doing the art projects associated with the Dharma lessons. Winds were 
too high to have a fire pit so we opted for cooking hot dogs and sômores at the Dharma Center.   
 
Dharma Center members also attended an interfaith women's coffee night sponsored by the Turkish Raindrop 
House in Oklahoma City, as well as participated in an ñAmazing Faithsò dinner with leaders of various 
religious organizations to bring togetherness sharing of traditions.   

Dharma Center of Oklahoma 
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