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Giving
Leads to
Wisdom

“Words from
President Nichiko
Niwano, August
2010 Guidance,

Guidance from President N

lemg is one of the virtuous deeds words, volunteer service, being conS|der\
categorized in the Six Perfections as theate, giving someone a seat, offering a
first practice that a bodhisattva under- place to resii these are the seven types
takes. A Buddhist scripture says, of nonmaterial donation, the practice of
‘Donation is the Pure Land on bodhi- compassion that we are taught anyone
sattvas,' which means that giving is can put into practice. The point of this
important to those learning the Bud-  teaching is to know joy of giving as a
dha's teaching, and can be called the manifestation of the compassionate m|nd|
bodhisattva practice closest at hand.  even without financial means. I

What, then, is the spirit of giving that ~ Shakyamuni preaches the meaning of givI

supports this practice? Itiscompas- i ng t hi s way: O0Thode

sion, consideration, and empathy." they have with others are practicing the |
Dharma. Even though people who are

"The spirit of giving arises from com-  capable of making thousands of sacrificeg

passion and consideration for others so have made hundreds of thousands of sacl

that we do not just stand by, but can- rifices, they do not receive even one hun-|

not help doing something for others. It dredth of the merits received for such I

may not be wrong to say that givingwild eeds from t hose Wilt h

give equal joy to the donor, and that

moreover the donor and the recipient What he means is not that we should |

experience happiness together." give because we have much, but that |
giving even when we have little brings us |

A friendly look, a cheerful face, kind greater merits. I
/
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Commentary by

That Donation is the first of the Six with the happiness of the other, and
Perfections is important and signifi- when they suffer, so do we, is compas-
cant. Donation brings us out of sion, step three.

ourselves, out of our self. Once

out of our self we recognize When Donation is really a part of our
(consider) the other. This practice, it means we are always ready
recognition of the other is Presi-  to help. Our eyes will begin to see suf-
dent Niwano's first step in the fering we could not previously recog-
spirit of giving. nize. Our minds of delusion have taught

us to ignore the suffering of others.
Then we begin to relate to the suf- Donation helps us to clear that delusion
fering of another being, and begin so we can see suffering, see it
to realize their suffering is ours, everywhere. That is wisdom.
too. This is empathy, and it is the
second step. It is then up to us to feel our hearts be
moved and to provide help. And that is
That our happiness is connected the bodhisattva way.
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From July 57, International ministers, including U.S. ministers gathered in Ome, Japan for a Minis-
ter Training and Seminar led by Dr. Shoji Mori. Dr. Mori is researching the Founder's life and gave
everyone the results of his findings thus far. Rev. Kosho Niwano joined his seminar and reflected
many of her memorable encounters with the Founder.

The three day seminar was not just study and hoza, but on the afternoon of the second day the
ministers had opportunities to do hiking, field golf on the grass;shatype exercise and stretching,
nature walking with environmental awareness, and some indoor activities.

President Niwano came in the morning of the last day to hear some of the ministers' reflections of
the 3-day training and also offered a question and answer session. The ministers also held a large
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hoza in the evening of the 2nd day with Rev. Numata serving as hoza facilitator. :
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